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552 POLITICAL SCIENCE QUARTERLY. 

Handworterbuch der Staatswissenschaften. Herausgegeben von 
Dr. J. Conrad, Dr. L. Elster, Dr. N. Lexis, Dr. Edg. Loening. 
Erste Lieferung. Jena, Gustav Fischer, 1889. — Royal -8vo, 160 pp. 

Again the German scientists are to the front with a comprehensive 
economic work. Not content with Schonberg's Handbtich der politischen 
Oekonomie, which consisted of lengthy essays on a few chief divisions of 
economic inquiry, they now present us with a detailed dictionary or 
cyclopaedia, which seeks to find a place for every important fact, work 
or writer. The work, however, is not what it appears to be. It is 
called a " cyclopsedia of the political sciences." This is a misnomer, for 
vast sections of political science — political philosophy, constitutional 
law, administrative law, international law — are wholly excluded. What 
the work deals with is simply economic science, or social economics in 
the wider sense. To call such a production a cyclopaedia of the political 
sciences is misleading and inadmissible. The editors state in the preface 
that they have chosen the title simply for the sake of conciseness and 
convenience, and that they wish to avoid all controversy. But a desire 
for convenient brevity does not legitimize unscientific nomenclature. 

The cyclopaedia is edited by well-known professors at Halle, Got- 
tingen and Breslau, who have succeeded in procuring the assistance 
as contributors of most of the German economists, and a few additional 
writers from Belgium, Holland, Italy and America — the latter without 
exception former students of Professor Conrad. In their announcement 
the editors state that special stress is to be laid on the practical utility of 
the articles, on the wealth of bibliographical detail, and on the wide 
survey of international conditions. In the first instalment these promises 
seem to be kept fairly well. But it must be remembered that it is a 
German work and intended primarily for the German public. We must 
hence not be surprised to learn that sixteen pages are devoted to a dis- 
cussion of the German law of joint-stock companies, and less than ten 
to the eight other principal states ; or that the discussion of clearing 
houses {Abrechnungsstelleri) is confined to the German states. 

The two leading subjects in the first instalment are agriculture (agri- 
cultural systems and statistics), pages 22-77, an d joint-stock companies, 
pages 85-160; both treated as fully as the space allows. The projected 
size of the cyclopaedia is almost appalling. There are to be from 30 to 
35 parts of 160 pages each; i.e., from 4800 to 5600 immense double 
columned pages, the whole to be completed in three years. It is clear 
from the present instalment that it will be a work of great value to the 
student and indispensable to every reference library. 

E. R. A. S. 



